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COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Environmental Policy

It is the policy of Coleford Town Council to minimise its impact on the environment in its capacity as an employer and service provider, and as such is committed to protecting and enhancing the environment by ensuring that environmental impact is considered when any decision of the Council is taken.

Whilst recognising the need for sustainable, essential development and the provision of quality public amenities and services the Town Council will seek to protect the environment and to preserve its heritage. 

Our Commitment 
The Town Council will 

1. Minimise its impact on the local environment by 
· Actively advocating for the Town Council planning policy to be adhered to at all times.
· Complying with all environmental legislation and other environmental requirements. 
· Actively advocating for the use of harmful pesticides and chemicals to be avoided.
· Purchasing goods and services from environmentally accredited sources wherever possible. 
· Supporting the protection of green field sites, strategic gaps and open spaces from development.
· Supporting the conservation of trees, hedgerows, ponds and streams.
· Working with its partners to reduce the impact of noise and light pollution on the parish.
· Being aware of the visual impact of development on the parish including the installation of telecommunication masts. 

2. Minimise its consumption of energy by 
· Using energy saving options.
· Actively advocating for all future projects to incorporate sustainable energy sources.
· Actively advocating for all buildings and premises to be adequately insulated.
· Not leaving any equipment on standby.

3. Minimise its waste by 
· Recycling all paper, cardboard, glass and plastic.  
· Using the minimum amount of paper and maximising the use of electronic communication. 
· Promoting the use of compost bins at local amenities, e.g. the cemetery and recreation ground.
· Actively advocating for recycled materials to be used wherever possible, such as recycled paper, and if not, unbleached paper.
· Encouraging the town to become a plastic bag free zone.
· Conserving water wherever possible.

4. Minimise its travel footprint by  
· Employing local traders and contractors wherever possible
· Purchasing goods as locally as possible 
· Travelling together to training or other civic events
· Promoting cycling, public footpaths and public transport.
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